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Canada’s Memorial Avenues of Trees: Roads of Remembrance



The Canadian 10th Battalion just out of the trenches, Abeele, May 1916.



German troops in a front line trench, June 1916.



Hill 60 battlefield memorial park, Ypres, Belgium. “Hill 60 (Ypres)”, Wikipedia, 2015



Victoria

Victoria High School Archives, 20 April 1917



Victoria

Victoria High School Archives, 1975



Victoria

HDR, 2011



Halifax

halifaxbloggers.ca



Plaque at the former Tower Road School, Halifax. Desmond Leddin

Halifax



Halifax

Google 2018



“To me, half the war is a memory of trees: fallen and tortured 
trees, trees untouched in summer moonlight, torn and 
shattered winter trees, trees green and brown, grey and white, 
living and dead. They gave names to our roads and trenches, 
strongpoints and areas. Beneath their branches I found the 
best and the worst of war: heard nightingales and smelt 
primroses, heard the scream of endless shells and breathed 
gas; rested in their shade, spied from their branches, cowered 
in their roots. They carried our telephone lines, hid our horses, 
guided us to and from battle and formed the memorial to many 
efforts of arms.”

Lieut. Richard Barrett Talbot Kelly (1896-1971), 52nd Brigade Royal Field Artillery, A Subaltern’s 
Odyssey: Memoirs of the Great War, 1915-1917, quoted by Richard van Emden in Tommy’s Ark



Gunner James Fulton and Lieut. Anthony Devine, Australian 4th Division, near Hooge, 1917.  © Nick Stone



Menin Road, Paul Nash, 1918.  © IWM (Art.IWM ART 2242)



“When the peace comes, I wish we could help the French 
Government to make one long avenue of this western front from 
the Vosges to the sea. I would make a fine broad road in the 
No-Man’s-Land between the trenches, with footpaths beside it, 
and trees for shade. The regiments might put up their records 
beside the trenches which they held through the winter months 
— and there is scarcely a yard along the line which might not 
have some name upon it. It would be a Via Sacra for every 
generation, but not, I think, a Via Dolorosa — and no one could 
travel along it without thinking, and learning from the silent 
witnesses on either side. A sentimental idea, perhaps, but at any 
rate I wish it might be done from Ypres to La Bassée.”

2nd Lieut. Alexander Douglas Gillespie (1889-1915), 2nd Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders, writing 
from a trench on 19 June 1915 to Reginald J. Smith (of publisher Smith, Elder & Co., London)



Canadian soldiers returning from Vimy Ridge, April 1917.  CWM, George Metcalf Archival Colln. 19920085-295



Canadians filling their water bottles, Amiens, August 1918.  Library and Archives Canada, PA-002970



Canadian cavalry on Arras-Cambrai road, September 1918.  Library and Archives Canada, PA-003158





The Register (Adelaide, South Australia), 26 March 1920



Albany Buildings, 47 Victoria Street, Westminster, London.  Historic England BL10399



Spectator (London), 3 April 1920





Roads of Remembrance Committee bronze plaque to be attached to a tree, n.d. (after 1929).
King’s Own Royal Regiment Museum, KO3065/01, image courtesy of Morton & Eden Ltd., London





Memorial Tree marker, 307th Infantry Regiment Memorial Grove, Central Park, New York City, c. 1920-22.   
Michael Minn



CHRONOLOGY (with the date of the first trees planted)

“Proto” Roads of Remembrance:
Halifax Tower Road School 13 May 1913, maple (dedicated November 1916)

Victoria High School 20 April 1917, maple

Fully developed Roads of Remembrance:
Victoria-Saanich 2 October 1921 London plane and American mountain ash
Montreal 22 April 1922 Norway maple
Calgary 10 May 1922 poplar
Hamilton 27 April 1923 elm
Saskatoon 17 June 1923 American elm
North Bay 1928 elm

Other Roads of Remembrance:
Winnipeg 14 May 1923 American elm
Thunder Bay June 1926 laurel leaf willow
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Victoria - Saanich

Opening of Shelbourne Street, 1916.  Emily Laing, Saanich Archives, 1984-008-007



The Globe, 30 March 1922, p. 1.

Victoria - Saanich

Saanich Archives



Victoria - Saanich

View from Mount Douglas, 1969.  Saanich Archives, 1980-021-001a 



Victoria - Saanich

View from Mount Douglas, 2016.  Michael Travers



Victoria - Saanich

Mrs. Caroline Rosson, c. 1960, 
Saanich Archives, Fonds PR-189 



Victoria - Saanich

Saanich News, 28 November 2017



Dr. Richard and Jane Nuttall, parents of Lieut. Andrew Nuttall, who was killed on 23 
December 2009 in Afghanistan, help plant a tree on Shelbourne Street as students from 
Gordon Head Middle School look on. Lookout (CFB Esquimalt), 3 May 2010, pp. 10-11.

Victoria - Saanich



La Presse (Montréal), lundi, 24 avril 1922, p. 1.

Montreal



Fonds Conrad Poirier, 12 avril 1938.  Collections BAnQ, 52327/2845727

Montreal



Montreal

Google 2017



Montreal

Chemin Remembrance Road, Montreal.  Photo: Ville de Montréal



Calgary



Calgary

“Memorial Drive (Calgary),” Wikipedia, 2007



Calgary

© The Field of Crosses Memorial Project, 2016



Calgary

Ted Rhodes, Calgary Herald, 25 October 2016 



Saskatoon

Saskatchewan Archives, Star-Phoenix Colln., S-SP-B4-5Municipal Review of Canada, November 1925



Saskatoon

Local History Room, Saskatoon Public Library, A-272 Local History Room, Saskatoon Public Library, DOC-2000-48



Saskatoon

“Next of Kin Memorial Avenue,” Wikipedia, 2007



Saskatoon

Greg Pender, The Star-Phoenix (Saskatoon), 2010

François Biber, 2014



Queen Elizabeth Way at Fruitland (Stoney Creek), looking east from Hamilton.  Stephen Herr 

© Archives of Ontario, Series RG-14-162-2-27, 
Box B984, Photo #13

Hamilton



TripAdvisor

North Bay

NorthBayHeartbeat.com



North Bay

Tim Laye, Ontario War Memorials



North Bay

Peggy Walsh Craig, BayToday (North Bay), 2015



Winnipeg

W.L. Morton, One University: A History of the University of Manitoba, 1877-1952 UM Today, November 2017



Winnipeg

UM Today, November 2014



Thunder Bay

Thunder Bay Historical Museum Society, 973-3-184



Thunder Bay

Hot Rods and Jalopies, 2016



Thunder Bay

Google 2018Hot Rods and Jalopies, 2009



Vancouver

W. Roozeboom, 1960s, Vancouver Public Library, Special Collections, VPL 66380

John Endo Greenaway, 2014 
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We will remember them          Nous nous souviendrons d’eux




