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The First World War in Italy: 
May 24, 1915 (above)
November 4, 1918 (right)



The First World War
Everyday life during the war (above)
Cemetery of Brigata Sassari on Mount Zebio

Population in 1911 >35 millions
Soldiers: > 5 millions
Dead soldiers > 750.000



Above left: Sogliano al Rubicone (Cesena)
Above right: Roana (Vicenza)
Below right Pieve di Cadore (Belluno)



Dario Lupi – San Giovanni Valdarno
(Arezzo) 1876 - Rome 1932. Above a
photo from Italian Parliament site,
on the right a postcard from Ebay

Medallion by Pietro Guerri,  
sculptor and friend of Dario 
Lupi. 

Dario Lupi



Mail from Dario Lupi to Italian School Responsibles (December 27, 1922)



"Rules for the Avenues and Parks of Remembrance“, December 27, 1922 (1)



"Rules for the Avenues and Parks of Remembrance“, December 27, 1922 (2)



"Rules for the Avenues and Parks of Remembrance“, December 27, 1922 (3)



"Rules for the Avenues and Parks of Remembrance“, December 27, 1922 (4)



Tree sustains Tree request letter Invitation letter from Comune
Cinisello Balsamo (Milano)



Dario Lupi – Parks of remembrance and memorial avenues – October 1923



Memorial avenues and parks in Italy: situation as of October 1923 (10 month after first proposal)



Two postcards printed after Dario Lupi death in 1932 



Arnaldo Mussolini between two
italian officiers in the WW1.
ARCHIVIO CENTRALE DELLO
STATO, Mostra della Rivoluzione
Fascista, Archivio fotografico,
Album 31, negativo 3188

Arnaldo Mussolini, 1885-1931

From German Bundesarchiv, Bild 102-
12839 / CC-BY-SA 3.0, CC BY-SA 3.0 de, 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/ind
ex.php?curid=5480723



Arnaldo took over leadership of the newspaper when Benito became prime minister in 1922



«Il Bosco» (The forest) – 1933 edition related to memorial avenue of 
Montafia (right) and death of Arnaldo in 1931 (left)



Grottaferrata (Roma) project for the Park of remembrance– from www.ilmamilio.it



Luzzara (Reggio Emilia), 1942 – from Ebay



Villastellone (Torino) – opening of memorial avenue in 1927



Malesco (Verbano-Cusio-Ossola), Remembrance Avenue opening, 1923 (from Ebay)





Casorzo (Asti), from Dott. Claudia Costa slideware



Maddalena Remembrance Park (Torino), By Gianni Careddu - Own work, CC BY-SA 4.0, 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=63108521



Chiusano (Asti), from dott. Claudia Costa slideware



Albugnano (Asti), from Claudia Costa slideware



streetviewPiovà Massaia (Asti), from 



Campobasso memorial avenue (from www.fotoeweb.it)



Montepulciano (SI) – Memorial Avenue



Gubbio memorial aveue – 404 holm oak



Vicchio (Firenze) – memorial avenue 
with 12 dead soldiers



Ispra (Varese) memorial avenue, 
1932, remembering 50 dead 
soldiers



Oreno (Monza e Brianza) memorial avenue



Sorano (Grosseto) memorial avenue



Villanova d’Asti – Park of remembrance yesterday and today



Rapallo (Genova) – memorial avenue



Cassano Magnago (Varese) memorial avenue



Lambrate (Milano) the «Viale delle 
Rimembranze» (memorial avenue) is a 
square, with 114 plane trees



Memorial Avenues protection

• The law n. 559 of March 21, 1926, assumed the Memorial Avenues  
and Parks of Remembrance as "public monuments".

• The law n. 78 of March 7, 2001, protect every monument related with 
the First World War, so also the avenues and related trees.

• Unfortunately, in 2008, Italian government abrogated all laws issued 
before 1970, so the law 559 should be no more valid too; but 
parliament built a list of still useful laws, and 559 was in the list.

• Anyway, law 78 of 2001 and Codex “Urbani” for the landscapes still 
protects memorial avenues and parks of remembrance.



Rapallo (Genova) from www.corfole.it



Memorial avenue in the Virgilian remembrance park, Napoli, 2018



Castelnuovo Garfagnana (Lucca) – memorial avenue in 2015



Salò (Brescia) – park of remembrance (named by Gabriele d’Annunzio) 



Lucca – park of remembrance at risk – petition against demolition



Sanfront (Cuneo) – memorial avenue totally destroyed



Memorial Avenue on Strada provinciale 2 in località Zolfo di  Montafia – November 20, 2013



What we need at least:

• National Catalog of Memorial Avenues and Parks of Remembrance

• Enforcement of existing laws against modifying memorial avenues 
and cutting down trees without in-depth study and involvement of 
citizens

• Urban regulation against topping trees and cutting roots

• National program for restoring memorial avenues



About Catalog

• Italian ICCD (Central Institute for Catalog and Documentation) started 
a project covering all WW1 memorials 

• As of 2018, they analyzed 6000 WW1 monuments (over 12000 
estimated)

• They started analyzing memorial avenues and parks of remembrance

• No published ressult ‘till now

• MIBACT (Ministery for Cultural Heritage and Tourism) performed a 
complete analysis on Basilicata region  



An example: memorial avenues and parks of remembrance catalog in Basilicata



Poster from school children of Montafia (AT) – 20 November 2013

Thanks for your attention


